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The Journal of the Iowa Society, Sons of the American Revolution     May 1, 2018 

We the descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution, who by their sacrifice established the United States of America, reaffirm 
our faith in the principles of liberty and solemnly pledge to defend them against every foe. 

See You at the Spring 
Conference! 
The IASSAR Spring Conference will be held  
at the DMACC-Newton Conference Center,  
600 North 2nd Avenue West, Newton, on  
Saturday, June 2.  Details were included 
in a postal mailing from Compatriots Kevin 
Parmenter, IASSAR 2nd VP, and George 
DeMoss, IASSAR Secretary and Treasurer. 
The letter is appended to the end of this newsletter. 

Woodland Cemetery Restoration: Please Volunteer 
2019 Woodland Ave. 
Friday, May 11, 9-12:00  or 12:30-3:30  
15 volunteers needed per shift 

In 1848, five local farmers donated 5.5 acres of land to create Woodland 
Cemetery.  Originally known as Fort Des Moines Cemetery, the first burial in this historical 
cemetery happened in 1850 and the City of Des Moines took ownership in 1857.  Today 
this historic landmark is 69 acres and time has taken a toll on the stones.  Efforts are 
underway to protect and preserve the memories and stories of the 80,000 buried within this 
unique location.  

Volunteers, using special cleaner, will gently cleanse the stones and remove years of lichens, 
dirt and debris. All supplies and training provided.  Volunteers staying all day receive lunch. 

https://maps.google.com/?q=2019+Woodland+Ave&entry=gmail&source=g
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contributed by Candy Brown 
Jean Marie Cardinell Chapter, Des Moines 
Public Relations / Media 
50th Vietnam Commemoration Chair 
ISDAR 50th Vietnam Liaison 

 
 
 

Young History Buff's Wish granted  
on Patriots' Day 
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On this Patriot’s Day, one teenager’s dream came true on the Battle Field of Lexington Green. 
John McConnell led the pack of minutemen reenacting the march to Concord 243 years after 
the battle was fought. The 14-year-old is a revolutionary history superfan. “It's a really cool 
story about how certain groups were able to beat the British and become their own country,” 
said John.  
 
John has a type of muscular dystrophy. He traveled all the way from Alaska to participate in 
Monday's reenactment thanks to the Make-A-Wish Foundation. “It's been amazing,” said 
Jackie McConnell, John’s mom. “It's been such a heartwarming experience. The minutemen 
and the guys from the British side the 10th and the 4th have just surrounded John.” 
 
John’s wish was to combine his two loves: the American Revolution and playing the drums. 
“It's something that I could do that my friends didn't want to do because they could play sports 
and I couldn't,” said John. Monday, everyone is marching to the beat of John’s drum. He said 
he’ll never forget this very special gift, all thanks to Make-A-Wish. “It feels really awesome,” 
John said. “Thank you for helping me make this wish possible.” 
 
contributed by Compatriot David Lamb 
 
 

“What compels you guys to do this?" 
                
Compatriots and Brothers, 
 
I am sent many things and asked to forward them on.  I usually do not.  Today I will make an exception. 
 
Yesterday some of your peers from all around the state spent a beautiful day in two beautiful cemeteries in 
VERY rural Winneshiek county in far NE Iowa. 
 
We were honoring Civil War soldiers and their families and in a representative way all veterans and their 
families and all of you. 
 
After ceremonies, period music and speeches the 2 items I hear most are, "thank-you" and what compels do 
you guys do this?" 
 
The reasons are many but perhaps you might view the below videos (sent to me by fellow member David 
Lamb) to partially understand. 
 
The first is only 4:34.  
 
https://www.bing.com/videos/se arch?q=Tell+My+Father+Civil+Wa r&view=detail&mid=0FA646088FFD 
3B6EE86F0FA646088FFD3B6EE86F& FORM=VIRE  
 
 
 I suggest you will likely want to click on "View the whole video" it is about 26 minutes 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch? annotation_id=annotation_ 126844&feature=iv&src_vid= 
b3O6LbZlLb0&v=sCIEXOkr-Iw 
 

Respectfully,  Mike Rowley 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Tell+My+Father+Civil+War&view=detail&mid=0FA646088FFD3B6EE86F0FA646088FFD3B6EE86F&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Tell+My+Father+Civil+War&view=detail&mid=0FA646088FFD3B6EE86F0FA646088FFD3B6EE86F&FORM=VIRE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?annotation_id=annotation_126844&feature=iv&src_vid=b3O6LbZlLb0&v=sCIEXOkr-Iw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?annotation_id=annotation_126844&feature=iv&src_vid=b3O6LbZlLb0&v=sCIEXOkr-Iw
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Have you looked at the IASSAR Website Lately?  Stay up-to-date 
with all IASSAR activities.    www.iassar.org 
 
Contribute to The Iowa Compatriot!    
This is your newsletter, covering all activities and programs of the IASSAR.  To keep it 
alive and vibrant, we need you to contribute stories about SAR events happening in 
your part of the state. The stories need not be long. However, they do need to reflect 
the ideals of the SAR, and how our Iowa compatriots support them.  Sharing what we 
do will help unify our membership.  Please send your stories to me. We’d love to print 
your photos as well!  My email address is dlfrazer@yahoo.com.  If you would prefer to 
use the USPS to mail your news items and photos, address them to me at: 
 
Doug Frazer, 4410 Skyline Drive, Des Moines, IA   50310   
 

Your IASSAR Board of Managers 
 
President  Alan Wenger awenger5@mchsi.com 
1st V.P  Mike Rowley MJR1825@gmail.com 
2nd V.P.  Kevin Parmenter mail@parmenter.com 
Secretary  George DeMoss geodemoss62@gmail.com  
Treasurer  George DeMoss geodemoss62@gmail.com 
Acting Registrar Alan Wenger awenger5@mchsi.com  
Chancellor  Lance Ehmcke Lance.Ehmcke@heidmanlaw.com 
Historian  Doug Frazer            dlfrazer@yahoo.com 
Eagle Scout Chr. Doug Frazer  dlfrazer@yahoo.com 
Webmaster   Patrick Lant   iassarwebsite@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us remember our obligation to our forefathers, who gave us our Constitution, 
The Bill of Rights, an independent Supreme Court and a nation of free men. 

http://www.iassar.org/
mailto:dlfrazer@yahoo.com
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